
                    Otterburn Parish Council
Meeting of the Parish Council held on 6 September, 2016
Between 7.30pm and 9.00pm at Otterburn Memorial Hall

MINUTES
Present
Andrew Robbins – Chair, Cllrs Sally Harris, Steven Farrell and Peter Tully

In Attendance
Martin Chilvers – Clerk, Val Corbett, Ron Holden, Anne Telfer, Emma Anderson, Gary Rogerson, 
Anne Snaith, Olga Hall, Lydia Speakman (until 8.10) and Abi Mansley (until 7.50)

1. Apologies for absence – There were apologies from Brian Corbett and Cheryl Wilson. 

2. Declarations of interest – There were none declared.   

3. Minutes of the last Ordinary meeting – The minutes of the previous meeting having been circulated, 
were accepted as a true record and signed by the Chair

4. Public Question Time – a) The Clerk confirmed Cllr Riddle had provided his apologies that he could 
not attend the meeting. 

b) Lydia Speakman (HLF Project Manager – Revitalising Redesdale) & Abi Mansley (Programme 
Officer – Northumberland National Park) – The Chair welcomed both to the meeting. Lydia Speakman 
provided background and up-to-date position with the HLF Revitalising Redesdale project that should 
provide £1.8m to various projects in Redesdale. Lydia advised that a photo competition was being launched 
to residents in the valley. The types of  projects that would and would not potentially meet the criteria were 
highlighted as well as timescales and the process for people to find out more and become involved in the 
project.

Abi Mansley provided details of  the work she is doing as part of  a survey for the Revitalising Redesdale 
project to improve grasslands for pollinators. She highlighted three areas that are being earmarked for 
possible work and Abi is looking to develop costings. Abi spoke about the work required including cutting 
and removing of  grass as well as maintenance of  the areas. Abi shared her contact number 01434 611515 if  
people can provide ideas and assistance. 

Lydia and Abi took questions and the Chair thanked them for their time.

5. Matters arising
a) item 5a: Pedestrian and traffic safety through the village:  The Clerk’s Report was received and agreed.     

b) item 5c: Bellingham surgery service from Otterburn Memorial Hall: The Clerk’s Report was received and agreed. Cllr
Tully provided details from the meeting with Drs Sewart, Gray and Practice Manager, Helen Patterson as well
as representatives from neighbouring Parish Councils and the Memorial Hall. He highlighted the clarity now 
provided for reasons why the service from the Memorial Hall will not be continuing. It was agreed that a 
community transport service would be investigated and Helen Patterson had begun this work and would 
update the Clerk.   

c) item 5d: Stone seat at the Millennium Green: Cllr Farrell provided an update on progress and plans for repair and
transportation of the seat. Lydia Speakman advised that whilst there is a possibility of funding via the 
Revitalising Redesdale project this would not be available until 2018.  

d) item 5f: Millennium Green – future planning: Cllr Harris provided details of ideas that have been considered for 
the development of the Millennium Green. Lydia Speakman advised that if a request for funding was to be 
made then the appropriate application with costings would need to be available by beginning of November. 
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e) item 8b: Broken rubbish bin near telephone box: It was reported that rubbish being left at this point had been a 
problem but that was now no longer the case. It was therefore agreed not to replace the bin for now but 
monitor to situation.  

6. Finance
 a) Clerk’s salary and expenses for July & August 2016: The Clerk’s claim for salary and expenses was agreed. 

b) Reimbursement of payment for latest edition of the Rede Valley newsletter: The payment of £180.74 was agreed. It was
noted that this payment was to be met from donations and advertisements to the newsletter.   

c) Payment of invoice for Otterburn Memorial Hall room hire: The payment of £30.00 was agreed.  

d) Payment of invoice to Fenland Leisure Ltd for play area swing parts: The payment of £57.00 plus VAT was agreed.  

e) Payment of invoice to C. Mowatt for grass cutting: The Clerk advised he had not received an invoice. 

f) Payment of invoice to BDO for annual audit: The payment of £100.00 plus VAT was agreed. 

7. Planning 
a) 16/02470/FUL: Construction of a new house with associated residential cartilage, garage & parking: Land north of 
Fieldfare Cottage, Tower Lane, Otterburn, NE19 1NP:  There was agreement to support this application.   

b) 16/02647/CCD: Demolition of existing vehicle garage block. Construction of new salt barn for storage of bulk road salt 
material: Northumberland County Council Highways Depot, Otterburn, NE19 1HA:  It was agreed to address the 
matter and allow residents to speak in the surgery after the meeting. Cllr Tully provided details of the 
conversations he had had with officials and reasons for original support of the application. It was 
acknowledged further information had come to light that would be discussed in the surgery.

c) 16NP0075: Removal and replacement of timber decking at Lodge 6, Otterburn Hall, Otterburn, NE19 1HE: There was
agreement to support this application. 

d) 16NP0087: Retrospective – extension of raised decking at Lodge 5, Otterburn Hall, Otterburn, NE19 1HE: It was 
agreed to support the application.   

8. New Business
a) Community Speedwatch: The Clerk highlighted a new recruitment campaign and an awareness event on 20 
September for people to find out more of what would be involved.
b) Annual Parish & Town Council Conference: The Chair confirmed he would attend.  
c) Launch of new telephone number to call regarding power cuts: Details of the new 105 number were provided.  

9. Any other business / Matters for discussion at the next meeting of the Parish Council
a) It was requested that the sewage problems at the Otterburn Hall estate were included on the next agenda. 

10. Date, time and place of next meeting: The next meeting of the Parish Council will be held at 7.30pm 
on Tuesday 4 October, 2016 at the Otterburn Memorial Hall. 
Formal meeting closed at 8.30pm
Surgery – 
Planning Application 16/02647/CCD – Local residents Emma Anderson and Anne Telfer were invited to 
speak about the Salt Barn planning application. Following discussion the Councillors agreed to review the 
decision made. The Clerk was asked to contact Cllr John Riddle and share the additional information before a
final decision would be made whether or not to support the application.

Otterburn Hall estate sewage problems – The sewage problems at the Otterburn Hall Estate were highlighted
and that Environmental Agency had allegedly begun legal action on those responsible to resolve the matter. It
was agreed the Clerk would speak to Cllr John Riddle for any further information on the matter. 

Grass cutting – Concerns were raised over the amount of grass cuttings being left in the Children’s Play Area 
and Willow Green. It was agreed the Clerk would ask Mr Mowatt to cut the Play Area more frequently for 
the remainder of the season and determine how often Willow Green is being cut.
Meeting closed 9.00pm
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